TO 5 Regicna: Farcstzr, B-5 DATE: oy 17, 1053

FROM = Richard E. HMeirdle, Ghisf
SUBJECT: F-SUPZEVISION, R-5, lMendocino-Zenrd of favisy

Dear Clere:

Tove baen viondering if perhzps you end scme cof the R-5
nterested in the reactions Lars ths dendocino Jire.
“ tpe otrher oad of these thinzs I koow that scuetises gur ioiks in Toe
ield wonger how ibs frent office 1is teking trinss.
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Our chisf feeling here, as 1 am sure it is with you, is one of Geep z=xd
gircers sorrow for the fanilies of the men wWro last their iives. 1 have
Fezrd no word of bizme here mor éo I hold any oysels for ihe Forest Szrvice
people in cherge of conirol work oo this fire. It seenms to ms trat tis
public, a2t least beck here, has been very understendirs snd very srmpethatic.
I have of course pressed for early board-of-review aciion, put I thirk you
¥now the rezson Wiy I kave cdome thls. We gwe it to the fomiijes of the
victizs to explore this mabtter as gquickly es possible, nd early actien

35 the best way to retein public eonlidence and f=iih in us. I thiak our
folles snoulé undercizng, if they don't alrsady understand, insi the main
purpose in having irs boerd of review is to {ind oui rew this haopensd SO

2 cep prevent it heppening again. It will pei operate as jucge end jury
znd i35 no% a scelp-hmting expediticn. I wish there wers soke way I could
‘ponvey Lo our owan Lield people my very deep éppresiztion for the way that
tley rove reesured up to thls exceedingly diflicult job end without thought
of tremselves heve done those iiings that needed to be dore. They mave Lihe
toush end of this job, and I aporecicte 21} thet they kave done and ors
doing o lot more tihan T seem to be a2ble 1o pul indo words. It boirers ne
+rof L am net able to be thore and share sozme of the leac with tihsa.

I have prepared a sorit of "ciarze" {o the Beard of Review, wriek I will send
em to you Mondsy. We will nob get out any publiciity rnere on thz forcatien
of this bosrd and iis meeting. I think you folks siouid handle irhat at your
end. Propebiy the best way to do this would be o issue the aancuccemsnt
af+icr the board has ecampleted its meeling, but yom vdll be in a vetter
position than I am to krnow what to say znd when to 2&y it. 1f ¥su =wnink
t:24 sgme ammouncenesnt now 1S casirabls, yeou nesd net wait vntil you kzve

& clerece to discuss Tris with Bé Ciiff, bot go =resd znd nmoxke a sitatenent.
lise your oWr geod judgment.

sincerely,
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